
GALANG in 2016
A Catalyst for Empowerment

www.galangphilippines.org

Building Community Strength.
Fueling Community Growth.
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Building Community Strength. Fueling Community Growth.

2016 was a rollercoaster of a year.  And even though 
the road to equality was littered with sexist remarks 
and discriminatory statements from politicians, 
tragic news of young LGBT people taking their 
own lives, and devastating attacks that cost the 
lives of our LGBT brothers and sisters, we at 
GALANG remain steadfast, striving to keep 
ourselves rooted deeply within our vision of a 
just and progressive society, and to continue 
carrying on our mission to become a catalyst for 
the empowerment of Filipino lesbians, bisexual 
women, and trans men (LBTs) living in urban 
poor communities. 

 The highlights for the year 2016 are the 
legislative progress of the Anti-Discrimination 
Bill (ADB), strengthening and forging of new 
partnerships with government and non-government 
allies, continuing engagements with international 
partners, and starting initiatives that focus 
on improving the well-being of LBTs through 
comprehensive sexuality education and family 
acceptance.

 Before being passed at the Third Mother 
Committee session of the Women and Gender Equality 
Committee of the House of Representatives in October, 
we were honored to witness the first Senate hearing 

of the Sexual Orientation, Gender Identity and 
Expression (SOGIE)-based Anti-Discrimination Bill 
(Senate Bill No. 935). Now called the SOGIE Equality 
Bill, it has also garnered more co-authors or “Equality 
Champions,” raising its chances of being signed into 
law during the 17th Congress after languishing in the 
Philippine Congress for almost two decades now.

 We also participated in international 
conferences to share how we use feminist approaches 
in our evidence-based advocacy work, and how these 
approaches can be incorporated with the Sustainable 
Development Goals in addressing issues of women 
on bodily integrity and ideological barriers towards 
equality and development. In another conference, 
we also had the opportunity to reconnect with fellow 
feminists from international organizations, and 
exchange ideas and strategies on advancing women’s 
rights.

 With our strategic participation in key regional 
workshops, we were able to resonate the realities of 
our community-based partners, which include lack 
of access and awareness of sexual and reproductive 
health and rights. In January, we participated in a 
meeting in Penang, Malaysia to strategize for more 
effective youth participation in the global sexual 
and reproductive health and rights movement. Later 
in June, we also attended a 3-day regional workshop 
in Kuala Lumpur where 15 NGOs across 11 Asian 

GALANG in 2016: A Catalyst for Empowerment
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Building Community Strength. Fueling Community Growth.

countries talked about advocacy work on youth and 
comprehensive sexuality education (CSE) in their 
respective countries.

 As part of our commitment to empower our 
partner LBT people’s organizations in the community, 
we have started conducting a series of capacity-
building activities to raise awareness on CSE and 
sexual and reproductive health and rights, specific 
to the needs of LBTs in urban poor communities. 
Here, we emphasized the importance of taking care 
of one’s sexual and reproductive health and rights in 
improving their overall well-being.

 This was also a year of forging new 
partnerships to help bridge the economic gap 
experienced by our partners in the community. In 
October, we signed a memorandum of understanding 
(MOU) with the Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority-Women’s Center (TESDA-
WC). This MOU endeavors to provide opportunities 
for gainful employment of LBTs by enrolling and 
developing their skills in TESDA-WC’s competency-
based training programs. As part of the MOU, we 
also conducted a SOGIE orientation to TESDA-WC 
employees in November to highlight the importance 
of preventing SOGIE-based discrimination and 
harassment in the workplace.

 We also launched our Family Acceptance 
and Diversity project, which consists of a series of 
capacity-building workshops aimed to broaden the 
base of support for equal rights and to mainstream 
SOGIE at the household and local government levels. 
Most of the participants were families and friends of 
our partner LBT people’s organizations. The workshops 
highlighted the important role of family acceptance 
in enhancing the well-being of LBTs, and encouraging 
them to become productive members of the community.

 As you leaf through the pages of this newsletter, 
we hope that you feel every ounce of pride we felt 
while making this. Our achievements the past year 
won’t be possible without your unwavering support, 
and the admirable dedication of our staff, partner 
LBT people’s organizations, fellow civil society 
organizations, allies, networks, friends, and families. 
We are truly grateful for the support you have given 
us, and we will continue to do our best in the work 
that we do.

Warm regards,

Anne Lim
Executive Director
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Building Community Strength. Fueling Community Growth.

Celebrating Milestones, 
Electing New Officers in 

Annual General Assemblies 

LOVE Elects New Officers in 
5th General Assembly

April 17, 2016 
Blas Roque Multi-Purpose Hall
Barangay Bagbag, Quezon City

LAM Holds 6th General Assembly
May 22, 2016

Barangay Pansol Rooftop, Quezon 
City

LFR Firms Up Policies in
Annual General Assembly

August 21, 2016
Barangay Batasan Hills

Multi-Purpose Hall, Quezon City

The Lesbian Alliance Movement (LAM), Lesbians Organization 
against Violence and Inequality (LOVE; formerly LAB), and Lesbians 
for Rights (LFR)—three (3) of GALANG’s partner lesbians, bisexual 
women, and trans men (LBT) people’s organizations (LPOs)—held 
their annual general assemblies. GALANG proudly witnessed its 
partner LPOs reaffirm their commitment to strengthening their 
membership and engagement as they elected their new officers, 
highlighted their accomplishments, and presented their tactical plans 
and revisions on their bylaws and constitutions.  

 Families, friends, allies, and GALANG representatives 
attended the general assemblies. As a show of support for the 
advocacy and LPOs, messages of solidarity, congratulations, and 
goodwill were delivered and exhanged. 
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Building Community Strength. Fueling Community Growth.

Countering Hate with 
Progressive Action 

LGBT Orgs and Allies
Roar Their Votes for Elections

April 28, 2016
UP Diliman Academic Oval, 

Quezon City

LPOs Oriented on
Voters and Election Process

May 7, 2016
NATCCO, Project 4, Quezon City

Early in 2016, Sen. Manny Pacquiao, who was at the time a member of 
the Philippine House of Representatives, released  a hateful statement 
describing LGBTs as “masahol pa sa hayop” (lower than beasts). The 
derogatory nature of this remark served as inspiration for GALANG 
to join activities aimed at raising awareness on the plight of Filipino 
LGBTs. 

 In April, GALANG marched alongside advocates and allies 
during LAGABLAB’s Roar Your Vote march, amplifying the call 
for LGBT inclusion in the political platforms of the 2016 election 
candidates. 

 A few days later, GALANG held a voters education workshop 
for its partner LPOs. This educational discussion aimed to deepen the 
LPOs’ understanding of the electorate of the Philippine democracy 
and traditional political culture, as well as their participative roles 
as Filipino citizens in the 2016 elections.
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Fighting Discrimination 
and Calling for Rights in UP 

Diliman and Baguio City 

Marching for Love at the
2016 UP Pride March

September 16, 2016
UP Diliman, Quezon City

Marching for Love and Rights at 
the 10th Baguio Pride Parade

December 3, 2016
Baguio City

In September, GALANG joined fellow LGBT advocates, friends, 
supporters, students, and partner organizations at the 2016 University 
of the Philippines (UP) Pride March at the UP Diliman Academic 
Oval. To resonate with the March’s theme, “Live for Love,” GALANG 
once again affirmed love of self and country. 

 Three months later, GALANG travelled to the bustling 
City of Pines to join the 10th Baguio Pride Parade. Hundreds of 
LGBT organizations, allies, and students marched along Session 
Road and Magsaysay Avenue, “Celebrating a Decade that is 
#AllForLoveAndPride.”  At the post-march program, GALANG 
Advocacy Program Head Gyky Tangente amplified the call for the 
passage of the Anti-Discrimination Bill, and highlighted the 
important role of families, friends, and allies in promoting the 
well-being of LGBTs.
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End Hate, End Violence: 
Standing United with LGBT 

Rights Advocates 

Candle Lighting for the
Orlando Shooting Victims

June 14, 2016
Vinzon’s Hall, UP Diliman

Quezon City

GALANG Affirms Love: 
Pagmamahal sa Bayan at Sarili

June 25, 2016
Lapu-Lapu Monument

Luneta, Manila

In June, a tragedy shook Orlando, Florida when a shooting took place 
at a gay nightclub, killing 49 LGBTs.  The shooting wounded not only 
the bereaved families and friends of the victims, it devastated the 
entire global LGBT community.

 GALANG joined fellow LGBT advocates and organizations at 
Vinzon’s Hall, UP Diliman, as they lighted candles and prayed for the 
victims of the Orlando shooting massacre. Advocacy Program Head 
Gyky Tangente emphasized that GALANG’s rainbow flag remains 
steadfast in its commitment to fight for love and equality.

 A few days later, GALANG with over 80 members of our 
partner LPOs, families, and friends from urban poor communities 
joined the Metro Manila Pride March.  GALANG fears not only 
for the safety of its partners in the community but also for every 
LGBT living under threat of violence and discrimination.  Hence, 
GALANG waved its banner and sounded its clarion call: “Karapatang 
Pinaghirapan, Patuloy na Ipaglaban” (Let’s Keep Fighting for Our 
Hard-won Rights) The event served as an opportune moment to draw 
attention to the urgency and importance of actively promoting and 
protecting human rights, and to call for unity in the fight to end 
discrimination and violence.  
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Working Towards 
Comprehensive Sexuality, 

Health, and Rights 

Advancing Sexual and 
Reproductive Health & Rights 

with ARROW
January 6-8, 2016
Penang, Malaysia

Sharing PH Youth
Issues on Sexuality

June 21-23, 2016
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Discussing Comprehensive 
Sexuality with LPOs

September 10, 2016
NATCCO, Project 4, Quezon City

To complement GALANG’s advocacy work on equality, the 
organization has strategically participated in key regional workshops 
in 2016 to resonate the realities of its community-based partners, 
which include lack of access and awareness to sexual and 
reproductive health services. 

 In January, GALANG Advocacy Program Head Gyky 
Tangente participated in a meeting in Penang, Malaysia. Organized 
by the Asian Pacific Resource and Research Centre for Women 
(ARROW), the meeting brought together partner non-government 
and civil society organizations to strategize for more effective youth 
participation in the global sexual and reproductive health and 
rights movement.

 Later in June, Ms. Tangente and GALANG Research Program 
Head Lynx Hufancia attended a 3-day regional workshop in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia. ARROW invited 15 NGO partners from 11 Asian 
countries, one of which is the Philippines, to talk about youth issues 
and advocacy work on comprehensive sexuality education (CSE) in 
their respective countries.

 As part of GALANG’s commitment to the empowerment of its 
partner LPOs, GALANG started conducting discussions on CSE, as re-
echoed from the international engagements mentioned. In September, 
GALANG held a workshop on CSE, with participants from GALANG’s 
four partner LPOs as the participants. The workshop highlighted 
sexual and reproductive health and rights specific to the needs of 
LBTs, and its significance towards improving one’s overall well-
being.
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Building Community Strength. Fueling Community Growth.

Advocating for Acceptance 
and Well-Being with Families 

and Friends 

Inspiring Acceptance and Support 
among Families and Friends
September – November 2016

Cloud 9 Resort, Antipolo City
Torre Venezia Suites, Quezon City

GALANG Celebrates Christmas with 
LBTs and Families
December 17, 2016

Philippine Rural Reconstruction 
Movement, Quezon City

Many LBTs experience rejection and abuse (verbal, physical, 
emotional, and psychological violence) at the hands of their families. 
These experiences lead to poor self-esteem, and in many cases, 
even self-destructive behaviors. In order to address this, GALANG 
launched the Family Acceptance and Diversity (FAD) Initiative, 
consisting mainly of capacity-building activities designed for friends 
and families of members of its partner LPOs—Lesbian Alliance 
Movement (LAM), Lesbians Organization against Violence and 
Inequality (LOVE), Ugnayan ng Nagkakaisang Lesbyana Laban sa 
Diskriminasyon (UNLAD), and Lesbians For Rights (LFR).

 In September, GALANG started a series of training sessions 
designed to capacitate families and friends in a wide range of topics, 
from basic concepts on sexual orientation, gender identity and 
expression (SOGIE) to ways on how to support the overall well-being 
of LBTs.

 These training sessions aim to prepare the participants in 
forming concrete action plans to further support LBTs in their 
respective barangays. Forming of action plans will take place in early 
2017, under Module 4 of the FAD training sessions.

 Before 2016 ended, GALANG held a Christmas party that 
brought together partner LPOs and their families and friends. This 
event provided an opportunity for families and friends to exchange 
messages of support and solidarity. GALANG Executive Director 
Anne Lim took the opportunity to laud the efforts of the families and 
friends in supporting and opening their hearts and minds to the plight 
of LBTs in their communities.

Module 1 | Dr. Eva Callueng
An engaging discussion of facts and myths 
about LGBTs and exchange of insights gleaned 
from specific cases and statistics on gender-
based violence and discrimination against 
sexual minorities.

Module 2 | Atty. Germaine Leonin
A primer on SOGIE-related laws and local 
ordinances which could serve as essential 
starting points for families and friends of 
LBTs to engage in advocacy in support of 
acceptance and diversity.

Module 3 | Dr. Evangeline Castronuevo
This module highlights the role of family 
acceptance and support in promoting the 
overall well-being of LBTs.  Also included are 
strategies on how to organize and mobilize 
allies and peers to support the rights of LBTs. 
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From Anti-Discrimination Bill 
to SOGIE Equality Bill 

Discussing Impacts of 
Discrimination in the Senate

August 31, 2016
Senate of the Philippines,

Pasay City

Fighting Discrimination with 
Equality Champions

September 19, 2016
House of Representatives

Quezon City

Pushing for Equality at the House 
Committee Hearing

October 17, 2016
House of Representatives

Quezon City

The SOGIE Equality Bill
December 5, 2016

House of Representatives
Quezon City

GALANG—together with fellow LGBT and human rights advocates—
continues to actively fight for the passage of the Anti-Discrimination 
Bill (ADB) by attending consultations and hearings held at the Senate, 
and the House of Representatives.

 In August 2016, the first Senate hearing for the SOGIE-based 
ADB took place.  During this hearing, GALANG Deputy Executive 
Director Maroz Ramos served as resource person and shared how 
urban poor LBTs are systematically excluded from government 
programs and services that favor heterosexual beneficiaries. This 
reality further aggravates the marginalization experienced by LGBT 
people in terms of education, subsidized housing, food, healthcare, and 
employment opportunities.  

 Later in September, GALANG—together with members of 
its partner LPOs and fellow LGBT advocates—witnessed the first 
privilege speech of the first trans woman, First District of Bataan 
Representative Geraldine B. Roman to be elected into the House of 
Representatives.  

 In October, the Third Mother Committee Hearing of the 
Committee on Women and Gender Equality (CWGE) took place at 
the House of Representatives. Here, Ms. Ramos shared comments 
and inputs on the 10 legislative proposals aimed at prohibiting and 
penalizing SOGIE-based discrimination.  

 Before the year ended, the Anti-Discrimination Bill, now 
named the SOGIE Equality Bill, was passed by the CWGE at the Lower 
House. This recent development gave hope to the LGBT advocacy that 
after 17 years of persistent lobbying, LGBT people’s right to freedom 
from discrimination and violence may soon be recognized by the 
Philippine government.
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Building Partnerships 
to Improve Skills and 

Qualifications for 
Employment 

MOU Signing with TESDA-WC for 
Inclusive Trainings

October 12, 2016
TESDA, Taguig City

Working with TESDA-WC to 
Prevent Discrimination

November 10-11, 2016
TESDA, Taguig City

Among the challenges faced by LBTs living in urban poor 
communities are limited access to job opportunities, and lack of 
qualifications for employment. GALANG aims to address this gap 
by signing a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the 
Technical Education and Skills Development Authority - Women’s 
Center (TESDA-WC) —the country’s lead agency committed 
to creating a gender-responsive enabling environment for the 
economic empowerment of women regardless of SOGIE.  

 The MOU endeavors to provide opportunities for gainful 
employment of LBTs by enrolling and developing their skills in 
TESDA-WC’s competency-based training programs.

 As part of the MOU, GALANG conducted a two-day training 
with TESDA-WC employees in which trainers and non-teaching 
personnel learned about SOGIE and identified measures that would 
prevent SOGIE-based discrimination in the workplace. GALANG 
Advocacy Program Head Gyky Tangente covered topics on sexuality 
and SOGIE, while Deputy Executive Director Maroz Ramos discussed 
about gender biases and discrimination, and how policies in the 
workplace can help address such cases.



G
A

L
A

N
G

 P
h

ili
p

p
in

e
s 

 |
  

w
w

w
.g

a
la

n
g

p
h

ili
p

p
in

e
s.

o
rg

Building Community Strength. Fueling Community Growth.

Establishing
Partnerships with
Barangay Bagbag 

Brgy. Bagbag Holds
First Mardi Gras-themed

Pride March
March 12, 2016

Barangay Bagbag, Quezon City

Through active and persistent engagement with local government, 
Barangay Bagbag held its first Pride March in fulfillment of part of its 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with GALANG in promoting 
the right of LGBTs to freedom and equality. 

 Having committed nearly a decade of building goodwill 
between local government and community members, this 
grassroots-powered, community-centered Pride March is truly a 
proud and happy moment for GALANG, its allies, and partners.

 Residents, allies, and friends of LPOs in Barangay Bagbag, as 
well as representatives of LPOs from Barangays Pansol, Batasan Hills, 
and Loyola Heights donned colorful costumes, marched, and danced 
to festive music in the Mardi Gras-themed Pride March.  
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Sharing GALANG’s Work with 
International Partners 

Sharing Feminist Practices in 
Regional SDG Meeting

July 27-29, 2016
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

Joining Partner Organizations for 
Rights and Justice

September 8-11, 2016
Costa do Sauipe, Bahia, Brazil

GALANG seizes every opportunity to share with the world the 
realities of urban poor Filipino LBTs, and to amplify SOGIE-based 
issues in the Philippines.
 
 GALANG shared its evidence-based advocacy work with 
over 50 feminist activists from the Global South in ARROW’s 
regional strategizing meeting on July 2016.  Other points of 
discussion were inputs on how the Sustainable Development 
Goals can be adopted with a feminist approach, issues on bodily 
integrity, voices of women, and ideological barriers to equality and 
development.  GALANG Project Officer Ingrid Saplagio talked about 
GALANG’s definition of feminism in its ethical practices and values, 
and how it pushes the advocacy further.
 
 Later in September, GALANG Executive Director Anne Lim 
joined partner organizations Astraea Lesbian Foundation for Justice 
and Mama Cash in the 13th International Forum of the Association 
for Women’s Rights in Development in Costa do Sauipe, Bahia, 
Brazil.  The forum’s theme, “Feminist Futures: Building Collective 
Power for Rights and Justice,” encouraged the participants to share 
their current realities, and the direction their institutions and 
mechanisms are currently pursuing towards the advancement of 
women’s rights.
 
 These engagements with international partners serve as 
key opportunities for sharing GALANG’s work, as well as the 
organization’s active role in the larger battle towards acceptance 
and equal rights of LGBTs.
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Building the
Capacities of
Partner LPOs 

Discussing SOGIE and Human 
Rights with LPO Members

April 16, 2016
Llanar Building, 

Xavierville Avenue, Quezon City

Project Management Training 
with LPOs

October 22, 2016
Llanar Building

Xavierville Avenue, Quezon City

GALANG’s capacity building activities aim to empower LBTs in urban 
poor communities by enhancing their knowledge on topics such as 
sexuality, human rights, and leadership, among others.
 
 This year, GALANG conducted two more capacity building 
activities with the LPOs, in addition to the training on CSE. In April 
2016, GALANG Advocacy Program Head Gyky Tangente and Project 
Officer Ingrid Saplagio served as resource persons and discussed 
concepts on SOGIE, and basic human rights to 16 members of the 
LPOs.
 
 Come October, Deputy Executive Director Maroz Ramos 
conducted a workshop on project management among a small group 
of LPO members who made dedicated efforts for the sustainability 
of their organizations. The training aimed to encourage the LPOs 
to come up with their own project proposals and submit these 
to various institutions for possible funding, including FRIDA—a 
feminist organization that aims to provide accessible, strategic, 
and responsive funding for young feminist-led initiatives. 
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Tackling SOGIE and Human 
Rights with Child’s Rights 

Advocates and Young LGBTs 

Discussing SOGIE with Child’s 
Rights Advocates

March 9, 2016
Save the Children, Luzon & Visayas 

Programme Office, Quezon City

SOGIE Orientation with Child’s 
Rights Advocates

April 20, 2016
University Hotel, UP Diliman

Quezon City

Training LGBT Youth on 
Leadership and Human Rights
June 27-29, 2016 – Hotel Veniz, 

Baguio City

Across the globe, governments have committed to international legal 
obligations to promote and develop the right of every person to enjoy 
access to life and education without exclusion and discrimination. 
However, environments around young people are not always 
inclusive, let alone safe and free from different forms of violence and 
discrimination. GALANG took steps this year to raise the awareness 
of child’s rights advocates, as well as select LGBT youth on basic 
SOGIE concepts, and how it intersects with human rights. 

 GALANG conducted two learning sessions with child’s rights 
advocates aimed at raising awareness on basic SOGIE concepts, 
and how SOGIE-based discrimination is detrimental to a child’s 
development and growth. Both sessions were done in partnership with 
the ASEAN SOGIE Caucus (ASC) and the Philippine NGO Coalition 
on the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child.

 Later in July, GALANG conducted a three-day workshop in 
Baguio City to young LGBT individuals from various organizations 
based in Northern and Central Luzon, and Cordillera Administrative 
Region. This workshop consisted of sessions on SOGIE, human rights, 
leadership, empowerment, and self-care which were facilitated by Ging 
Cristobal of OutRight Action International, Ryan Silverio of ASC, and 
Jan Castañeda of the Psychological Association of the Philippines’ 
LGBT Special Interest Group. Once again, GALANG has partnered 
with ASC for this workshop, and with support from the United States 
Embassy.
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Part of GALANG’s advocacy work is to engage with key human 
rights institutions, and government agencies to mainstream 
awareness on SOGIE issues, and push for genuinely inclusive 
social protection policies.  
 
 GALANG began the year by orienting employees, focal 
persons, and staff from local and national government agencies; 
discussing concepts on SOGIE, and its relevance to existing national 
and local policies. In January, GALANG Deputy Executive Director 
Maroz Ramos and Research Component Head Lynx Hufancia oriented 
420 elementary and high school educators under the Department of 
Education in Quezon City. The next month, they flew to Davao City 
to orient 40-45 investigators, employees, and focal persons from the 
Visayas and Mindanao offices of the Commission on Human Rights.  
 
 In August, GALANG engaged with participants from the 
Department of Education, Philippine Commission on Women, and 
various civil society organizations working on child and LGBT rights 
during the National Consultation on Sexual Orientation, Gender 
Identity and Expression (SOGIE)-based Bullying in the Philippine 
Education Setting. As one of the panelists, Ms. Ramos talked about 
GALANG’s programs and services that address SOGIE-based 
bullying and other school-related gender-based violence. On the 
other hand, Ms. Hufancia shared inputs on awareness-raising 
and capacity-building activities; policy advocacy and school 
curriculum; and research agenda and documentation of best 
practices, among others.  
 
 In November, GALANG pushed for inclusion of 
marginalized groups in the government’s system by participating 
in the workshop entitled “Multi-Sectoral Rapid Assessment on the 
Pillars of Justice’s Capacity to Handle Gender-Related Offenses.” 
Ms. Ramos served as a facilitator during one of the group discussions, 
while Advocacy Program Head Gyky Tangente joined other groups 
and organizations in assessing the capacities of main government 
institutions in handling gender-related offenses.

Mainstreaming
SOGIE Issues with Key 

Government Institutions

Starting the Year with SOGIE 101 
for DepEd QC Division
January 8, 15, & 22, 2016

Science Interactive Building
DepEd Quezon City Division Office

Training CHR Visayas and 
Mindanao Cluster on SOGIE

February 25, 2016
Grand Regal Hotel, Davao City

Raising Awareness on
SOGIE-based Bullying

August 23-24, 2016
SEAMO Innotech, Diliman

Quezon City

GALANG Joins Initiatives for 
Gender Justice

November 22-23, 2016
The Bayleaf Hotel

Intramuros, Manila
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Building Community Strength. Fueling Community Growth.

Promoting
Equality in the 

Workplace 

SOGIE Orientation with
QC-TIPC Member Company

May 26, 2016
CMI Building

Commonwealth Avenue
Quezon City

Pushing for Workplace Equality 
and Non-Discrimination

November 17, 2016
Ching Bee Trading Corporation

Quezon Avenue, Quezon City

GALANG expanded its advocacy reach  from government agencies, 
partner non-government and civil society organizations to private 
institutions—encouraging private companies and businesses to 
mainstream workplace equality.
 
 As part of the MOU with the QC Public Employment Service 
Office to sustain and strengthen efforts in promoting workplace 
equality, GALANG conducted an orientation to about 60 CMI 
Matrix Company employees in May, in compliance with the Quezon 
City Gender-Fair Ordinance. Here, the affirmative and prohibitive 
acts of the said ordinance were discussed focusing on the employment 
section.
  
 Later in November, 20 employees and managers of 
Ching Bee Trading Corporation—an abaca trading company in 
Quezon City with various offices in Davao City, Leyte, Albay, 
and Catanduanes—were  oriented on SOGIE-based workplace 
discrimination. Research Component Head Lynx Hufancia served as 
resource person and also discussed the key provisions from existing 
non-discriminatory ordinances with jurisdiction to the areas of 
operations of the company.  
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Building Community Strength. Fueling Community Growth.

Continuing Partnerships and 
Establishing New Ones 

Affirming Action Plans for a Safer 
City with UN Women

March 16, 2016
Microtel, UP Ayala Technohub

Quezon City

GALANG Joins PAP in Addressing 
Stigma and Discrimination

November 4, 2016
SEAMO Innotech, UP Ayala 

Technohub, Quezon City

In addition to capacity building activities and advocacy work, 
GALANG also actively seeks out opportunities to sustain and 
strengthen partnerships with organizations that also strive to 
address gender-based violence, stigma, and discrimination.
 
 In celebration of the National Women’s Month and 
International Women’s Day in the Philippines, GALANG 
participated in a follow-up activity with UN Women’s Safe Cities 
Program in March. Around 20 members of GALANG’s partner LPOs 
participated in the workshop which aimed to monitor action plan 
results from the previous workshops to aid in building the advocacy 
capacities of community-based organizations. UN Women also 
presented the first-ever national data on sexual harassment in 
public spaces, which further motivated the LPOs to commit to their 
respective action plans to put an end to street harassment.
 
 Come November, GALANG representatives presented at 
the 3rd National Facilitator’s Training Workshop on Conducting 
LGBT Psych 101. Organized by the Psychological Association of 
the Philippines, this workshop designed to build a pool of Filipino 
counselors and psychologists to educate the public on learning 
sessions called “LGBT Psych 101.” GALANG Advocacy Program 
Head Gyky Tangente and Research Component Head Lynx Hufancia 
discussed the intersections of stigma and discrimination directed at 
the LGBT sector under the Philippine context. The presentations 
illustrated the realities of the negative impacts of interpersonal 
and institutional stigma and discrimination.
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Building Community Strength. Fueling Community Growth.

GALANG’s grassroots-powered and 

community-centered work is supported 

by partners in the global fight for human 

rights and social justice.

www.galangphilippines.org

Building Community Strength.
Fueling Community Growth.

Unit 312 Llanar Building, 77 Xavierville Avenue, Loyola Heights

Quezon City, Metro Manila 1108, Philippines

GALANGPhilippines@gmail.com  GALANG Philippines

inquiry@GALANGPhilippines.org

Telefax     Mobile

+632.435.4103    +63.927.293.3731


