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@ect Lesbian Ri@

It has been said that it’s easier for a person to show
anger than fear; that’s why when one's angry, it's very
likely that the person is afraid of something. Violence
against minorities like lesbians, bisexuals, and
transgenders (LETs) is deeply rooted in hatred of people
who are considered “different” for their refusal to
conform to rules and expectations set by society. Does
this anger or hatred stem from fear, as well? What do
%Jeurgle who hurt, abuse, persecute, and demean LETs
ear:

While “violence” is most commonly used to refer to
physical harm, it can also be used in a broader sense to
apply to violations of human rights, such as prevention
of an individual or group from exercising recognized
human freedoms or encroachment upon an individual's
sovereignty over her own person. Violence has man‘r
forms aside from physical. Emotional, psychological,
sexual, and economic abuses all fall under the definition
of violence. The word homophobia on the other hand,
is “society’s unreasonable or prejudiced perception and
unjust treatment of homosexuals or individuals who
love people of the same sex.”

In the communities that GALANG works with, there are
innumerable cases of violence inflicted on poor LBTS
which are clearly rooted in homophabia or lesbophobia.
These acts of violence are often committed with the
intention of “rehabilitating” LBTs. There are LBTs who
are lashed and beaten, there are those who are
banished and disowned by their parents or their
children. There are also cases where lesbians are raped
or sexually abused as a way of “curing” them of their
homosexuality, as if people could be straightened like
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hair! There are also numerous LBTs who are perfectly
qualified for employment but are denied, reproached, and
ridiculed at interviews, or otherwise dismissed by being
;mld t{; expect phone calls the employers never intended
0 make,

If violence is rooted in anger, and if anger is born of fear,
then what can society possibly fear from women like us
who love other women? Why are people offended by two
women who love each other? Does it adversely affect
another person's quality of life if a lesbian decides to
shave off her hair or wear non-feminine clothing?

It is perhaps natural for humans to fear what they don't
understand. Many of us are raised believing that women
must wear dresses and only men can climb trees, We
were also taught and made to understand the concept of
family as composed of one woman, one man, and their
nh‘sprin?. Because of these beliefs, many find it hard to
accept that two women who are in love and deeply
committed to each other can also form a family of their
awn.

We are all products of our experiences so we must try to
understand even those who condemn and persecute us.
But this does not mean that we should keep silent when
we are assaulted, maltreated, attacked or abused. Any
worthy endeavor begins with self-acceptance and
self-respect. We cannot truly love others-partners,

parents, siblings, friends, etc. -if we don't love ourselves,
Once we learn to love and respect ourselves, we can begin
fighting for our human rights!
“RESP

Always remember,
AML

LESBIAN RIGHTS!"
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or better themselves. |

"What is GALANG Philippines?”

Galang is the ﬁthinn word for regrect. The word signifies reslne:t for human r?hts and human
ies at the GALANG Philippines’ strugg

| ines is a lesbian-initiated, lesbian-run feminist human rights organization that
works with urban poor lesbians, bisexual women, and trans men (LBTs) who stru]gq1e with the
multiple oppressions of class, poverty, sex, gender identity/expression, and sexua

GALANG currently Emplnrs strategies aimed at building the capacities of urban poor LBTs to help
5 initiatives include trainings, workshops, action researches, and the
publication of popular education (PopEd) materials, such as Tatsulok Komiks.

e for equality and justice.
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> _THE ADVENTURES OF  °
PAMEOY D'TOMBOY

2 Written by: Bonifacio P. llagan | llustrated by': Franz Gan:ia | Translated & edited by: Armina Velarde 2
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LAST ISSUE: PAMBOY AND MELODY FIMALLY COMFESSED THEIR FEELINGS
FOR EACH OTHER, WE FOUND OUT THAT BRAD'S RELATIVES WERE AFTER
HER IMHERITAMCE. IM A FIT OF JEALOUSY, JACE BERATED HER PARTMER
JILL, PAMBOY, JIMKY, AMD BERTA STEPPED IM TO HELP SAVE THEIR
RELATIOMSHIP. OF ALL THE CHALLEMGES THE 6ANG HAS HAD TO DEAL
WITH, ARE THEY READY FOR A PROBLEM AS BIG AS THIS OME?

T 7
OME DAY, HEAVILY ARMED STRAMGERS SHOW LUP
E-EA.RING TRCIUBLINE- MEWS FOR STA. ELENA.
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I'm just a messenger.
I'm not here to argue.

M

He does, and there's '\
nnthmg he can do
about it.
E e

" We've lived here for
over 50 ye.ursl



Then you should know that
this is disputed land
You're all squuﬂer'si

Thlrs property is owned l:w'
4  Azuncion lopment

Corporation. The court
will zoon decide that your

titles were ille |l[|r
acquired. » _/f H]

The court hasn't
decided yet, o this (5T

iz all unnecessary.

Ichﬁlng evicted, sooner or
later. So if you're smart, nu should
come to us now to se
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You're all
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Settle now and you leave == N
unharmed and with some money
fnr your trouble, remst and 'rou

get nothing.
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| ] SINCE THAT DAY, DISTURBANCE AMD VIOUEMCE ERUPTED IN
STA, ELEMA. THE POLICE FORCE COMDIUCTS DRLS RAIDS.
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Streets are for




THE RESIDENTS OF STA. ELENA NOW | 1o e
LIVE IN PERIL AND SHEER TERROR. L ook J?ﬁk"f but fo
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Exactlyl ‘

Be home bcfar'c da.r' )
from now on, Glendal i

4 But my classes end at
7 pm on Tuesdays and
Thursdays.
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Just be cnr*aful If:
+__ dangerous wr there.
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*VASRANCY - M#hhmwlsmﬂmIMdmﬁuﬁulm Because the law is
vogue, low enforcers sometimes arrest persons merely on suspicion that they are about to engage in illegal activities.




I' ONE NIGHT, JINKY AND BERTA FIND THEMSELVES IN A PﬁEI}ICAMENT.I /
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[ TROUBLE FINDS MELODY AS WELL.



LET'S FIND OUT WHAT HAPPEMED
TO THEM FROM JACK AND JILL....

e

h

ely were picked up by men in
civilian clothes. Witnesses say
they were copsl
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Mom, I'm Absolutely notl Stay
coming toal - = home, child!




He-He-He... Looks like . g
this chick's a dyke lover, JE/
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THE COPS TRY TO COVER THEIR TRACKS
BY 6IVING THEM THE OLDEST EXCUSE
IN THE BOOK: "THEY WERE JUST
FOLLOWING ORDERS."”

I told them that they
committed human rights
violations,

)

. =1 They conducted
=5 | wrongful arrests and

they must #nswer
'h: or itl :

[ MOMMY IDA IS JUST AS OUTRAGED. |

rﬁ here are Jinky
¥ nd
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\\\ "\ M-*3’F|"ENT5 LATER, 5TA. ELENA'S CHATRMAN | RN R )
\ ARRD-'EE LOOKING VERY DISTRAUGHT. l\." :
iy . W h\"llll" \'

Why wasn't I informed
that you were conducting
operations in Sta. ElBI'H:I

or? This is
uﬁ( bad in tlhzgﬂrr:z ial

Inglas Chairman. I was just

'I'f mng orders. We only invi *e
ew for verification. We wnn‘r loetp
them for long. r

p«,..ma"mm"“n N AR W rdence? 1 know them

\_ hrms:f Berta is her pimp.. ) s i Illeg-nl to ketp them here,
=N gy - i = [ |




The nursing student and the two other
girls can go home. But I will keep Jinky
and Berta overnight for questioning.

MEWD‘!’ AMD TWU OTHER G-IRL'S ARE SENT HOME. PAMBOY, JILL,
AMD JACK DECIDE TO STAY TO KEEP m‘! AND BERTA COMPANY .
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e’ll get a lawyer first
thing in the morning.

n?r:cm*:
should gu hm and gc."t
some rest ;




BRAD AMD MILES ARRIVE WITH BLANKETS THE FRIEMDS LEAVE WITH HEAVY HEARTS.
AMND FOOD FOR JINKY AND BERTA

1 A [ B
ARE JINKY AMD BERTA REALLY SAFE? '

ITS TRUE THAT THE POLICE BRUTALITY, WRONGFUL ARRESTS, AMD ACTS OF
b oo INTIMIDATION ARE ALL CONMNECTED TO THE LAMD DISPUTE. JIMKY AMD BERTA
HAPPEMED TO BE IM THE WROMG PLACE AT THE WRONG TIME.




What's the deal between s "
ou and this faggot? E
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LL, JIMKY SUFFERS THE SAME FATE.

I hate dykesl Meet
p.[ your worst nightmare! I
t am queen here, kneel
. VM before me, puny dy

/

ey )
what's really
, under there. ﬁ'

Why is this happening? We
dirrn't do m‘y‘tﬁing :’;ung.
How are we going to get

out of here?

Come with mel You
can spend the night
in here instead.




IM THE RELATIVE SAFETY
OF THE STOCK ROOM,
JIMEY AMD BERTA

FALL ASLEEF FROM
ANGUISH AND
EXHAUSTION.

£272277227727277
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EARLY THE MEXT MORMIMG, JIMKY AMD BERTA
NOTICE A COMMOTION.

These freaks have balls,
I give them thatl

1/
1if

THE GANG HAS GATHERED A GROUP OF
COMCERMNED CITIZENS TO MOUNT A
PROTEST ACTIOMN AT THE PRECINCT.

nrnmg,
Chief]




EVEN WITHOUT A LAWYER THE ERGUF WAS DETERMIMED TO HAVE THEIR
DEMANDS MET FEARIMG AM ESCALA E POLICE RELEASE JIMNEKY AND BERTA.
: BE NOT AFRAID TC' STAND UP FOR WH.ﬁT IS RIGHT.

bl
M

e et Consider yourselves luckyl
e e —— T ™ P —_—

THE COPS PUT THEM THROUGH HELL, VIOLATED THEIR COMSTITUTIOMAL
RIGHTS, AND FAILED TO ACCORD THEM THE PROTECTION OF THE LAW,
BLFFFE?RI\W ALLTI-HTMAH'EEISWT"D-E!‘REFREE

THE PRESEMCE OF MORE GAYS AND LESBIANS WLTH THE
GROUP IS OVERWHELMING.

It looks like the gnoup H
growing W:I-_cornl new

Yes, we're so happy you
Joined us.

Whu else wuuld help us but uur
own kind, right?




AFTER SEVERAL DAYS,

THE GROUP IS STILL REELIMNG FROM THE INCIDENT.
BERTA AND JINKY, HOWEVER, WILL REMAINM FOREVER SCARRED BY IT.

=

I discussed what happened with some
friends at school. They agree that
something needs to be done. We can't
Just stand around while they abuse us.

We must do something. We have
rights!

Something is bound
to happen. It's just
a matter of time.

1

= J,’- ¢ e
_} T know I was arrested,
detained, and beaten up
because I'm gay. !
-

leshi
[ V0T T hime 5t we
were treated |ike
criminals,

Eay, lesbian, female, or poor,
we're human bei our human
rights were clearly violated.

W We had a discussion about
it before, Brad, don't you
remember?

T think we need o
rafmshe course,

Sorry, I can
seem to remember

4
Gai
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agree, You
FRAL

guys mugh'r want
to join a forum = whut'-*

at my school, - _{_.t/
il

On human rights.

*Pleuse refer to the first issue for mur‘e information about human rlghts |




After joini ou at the
precinct, w‘wjz d:l'_?lrlad to fnrmﬂllf \
_sign up with '.rn-m' g‘nup

THE ADDITION OF MEW MEMBERS GIVES THE
GANG A MUCH MEEDED MORALE BOOST,

ALL HUMAN BEINGS ARE
EQUAL IN RIGHTS

Fresented by GALANG Philippines
May 17, 2011

National Day Against Homopho®!

o e e _nm’af 8.4&
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Eexperignce. ecide to t 1
stroll in the ci goﬂ. going back h¢m|. Wedding Gowna for Blushing ||||

*Please refer to page 23 to learn about homophobia.




If you 55 it
get a kiss!

_"' B | “""'-‘I: ) + Ul
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i .
OF course, people get
married to raise a
family, righ
Then how can two women raise a
family if they're not allowed to
get married? &

How can same-sex couples
become pu.renfs?____ﬁ,
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Same sex couples should be
allowed by law to raise a family,
That's our right as human
beings. We should be able to
live the way we want to live.
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We should talk about these
issues in our group discussions.
I want to be lab e to raise a

ily tog.
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. T, F 1
PAMBOY AND MELODY ARE QUICKLY BECOMING INSEPARABLE. % 2 A
BEING IN A LOVE BUBBLE MOST OF THE TIME, THEY FAIL 7O K4
NOTICE A RECENT DEVELOPMENT IN STA. ELENA--SOME OF
THEIR MEIGHBORS HAVE OPTED TO SELL THEIR HOMES FOR

FEAR OF LOSING LIFE, LIMB, AND PROPERTY.

Watch out for the final issue of °
ntures of Purr:bnylb'To

—




“What is the International
Day Against Homophobia and

Transphobia?”

Each year on March 17, the International Day Against Homophobia and
Transphobia (IDAHO) is celebrated to commemorate the day the World
Health Organization removed homosexuality from its list of mental
disorders. It is a day of paying tribute to our collective struggle to
uphold the human rights of sexual minorities like lesbians, bisexuals,
and transgenders (LBTs). There are various ways IDAHO is celebrated
all over the world, such as fielding petitions for policy change
concerning sexual minorities, mounting public demonstrations, and
holding other kinds of
gatherings of individuals
and groups that support
equal rights for all.

IDAHO

Internationg|

Day Against
Omophobia

& Transphobia

www.dayagainsthomophobia.org

3
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“Can two women or two men

get married in the Philippines?”

Despite the slow and gradual acceptance by other countries of sexual
minorities like LBTs, the Philippines does not allow two people of the
same sex to marry. Two women or two men may exchange vows or
hold commitment ceremonies, which are merely symbolic and devoid
of any legal import.

According to the Family Code of the Philippines, only a man and a
woman are allowed to marry. The law remains silent on marriage or
union between two women or two men, but in spite of this, lesbian
and gay couples continue to love and live as families. The law does
not offer any explanation or justification as to why it refuses to
recognize families headed by homosexuals. The failure of the law and
the State to guarantee equal rights to its citizens can definitely be
attributed mainly to widespread homophobia in society.

MELTING:
e ‘LI‘I\IL. I need i find Way o mak
ith you and g J e
" . ; 13t My deaira.
yours, This thoug ks s !1-:.:-|_rl II;HTI 5 AN et sepatate from
i w h I

later we ggye @ '
2T We gave it a name, We callect i flhd: o find the mpgmpe.
- melting. " -

You undersiang that

Isabel Mille
quaoted by .‘;fnrrrlsm- H'j|'tjf|£
Bronsilon ;J:Isjr:.ll' r::f'l.rJ:r: o 3o

Hortrge
JE5 drrn eg

'

Nirvana Galvez & Ruth Galvez,
California, 10 years together
WWia lavow.com



What is the importance of
gay marriage? How does it play into

the issue of violence against LBTs?

For many people, it is important to have the right to marry because marriage is often
used to measure the value of a relationship. Most sexual minorities share the same
sentiment-it is important to us that our families be regarded and treated as
“normal” and “acceptable” by society. Legally recognized marriage also confers
economic or financial privileges, such as lowered taxes. employer-sponsored
spousal benefits, and joint insurance rates, etc.

The Philippine Constitution provides that the State values the dignity of every
human being and guarantees full respect for human rights. The International
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR) clearly states that any individual,
regardless of sex, has the right to marry and build a family. The Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) ensures the right
of all women to marry and choose her mate. CEDAW prohibits discrimination against
women in the matter of building a family.

Marriage equality is perhaps the strongest indication that a state upholds the
equality of all persons regardless of sex, sexual orientation or gender identity
(S0GI). As long as the law denies sexual minorities the right to marry and build a
family, we will continue to be treated and regarded as “abnormal”, “immoral”, and be
pressured and forced to “change” or “reform.” As long as legislators choose to
promote the interest of the Roman Catholic hierarchy, LBTs will remain targets and
victims of violence. As long as two lesbians are forbidden to marry each other in the
Philippines, the government continues to violate its obligations under international
treaties that form the foundation for promoting human rights.

Octogenarians Phyllis Lyan,
left, and Del Martin, right,
who have been together for
51 years, embrace after
their marriage at the San
Francisco City Hall in 2004.
They were the first legally
married same-sex couple in
San Francisco.

Photo: Liz Mangelsdorf, The
Chronicle / 5F

25



qQalang

BUILDING COMMUNITY STRENGTH. FUELING COMMUNITY GROWTH.

Tatsulok Komiks is GALANG's response to the need of urban poor lesbians,
bisexuals, and transgenders (LBTs) for a popular or accessible medium of
communication that can help broaden and deepen their understanding of their
human rights. It is GALANG's fervent hope that readers do learn and grow in
understanding, as well as glean positive life lessons from it, the most important of
which is treating everyone with respect and recognizing that every human being
is deserving of respect and equal rights.

Written by Bonifacio P. llagan | lllustrated by Franz Garcia
Published by GALANG Philippines, Inc.
Under the management and coordination of Anne Lim
Translation, editing, and layout by Armina Gracia T. Velarde

GALANG thanks its partners for their support in having Tatsulok Komiks published.
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the fund for global human rights
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Email: galangphilippines@gmail.com
You may send your inquiry@galangphilippines.org
: - Website: www.galangphilippines.or
and suggestions to; Telefax: %3?435 3103 P 9
Mobile: +63 927 293 3731
Address: Unit 312 Llanar Building, 77 Xavierville Avenue
corner B. Gonzales Street, Loyola Heights

ISBN 978-971-9967-10-1 Quezon City, Metro Manila 1108, Philippines

COPYRIGHT NOTICE

No part of this publication may be used, translated or reproduced in any form without
first obtaining written permission from the publisher.
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