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In the months that we've been following the get a job because of rampant nepotism and
adventures of Pamboy D'Tomboy and the qan%, so discrimination. The list goes on...
much has happened in Barangay Sta. Elena. Now )
that we come to the fifth issue of the first volume A lot of us surely found the first volume of Tatsulok
of Tatsulok Komiks, what lessons have we learned Komiks entertaining but we hope that the message
from the colorful lives of our heroes? Did any of of preserving the spirit and tradition of bayanihan®
the characters in the story reflect truths and despite the dire conditions we live in remains with
revelations about ourselves? us. We face countless ordeals in our da||¥ lives that
make us wonder whether life is really nothing but a
Apart from the effort to address lesbian, bisexual, never-ending struggle. It's possible that the onl
and transgender (LBT) rights, the sincere attempt thing we can do is hold each other’s hand, forge!
to bring to life the experiences of the characters our personal interests once in a while, and be
as residents of a typical urban poor community is grateful that we have each other to depend on as
also greatly evident in the first volume of Tatsulok we carve out a better future for ourselves, our loved
Komiks. Many scenes and situations in the story ones, and the society we live in, Aduptini; a positive
illustrate the complex issues surrounding land disposition, promoting solidarity by helping those

ownership and housing, hazardous living in need, forging alliances, and organizing for the

conditions, harassment, and violence. The first good of the majority will enable us to lift ourselves

volume also tried to show the many aﬁE'uId out of poverty and change our conditions as
as lesbians, bisexual women, and trans men (LBTs).

problems in Philippine society, suc
widespread poverty, unemployment, female
oppression, and of course, discrimination and
violence against sexual minorities.

If we grew up or live in a community very much
|ike Sta. Elena, is there anything new that Tatsulok
can teach us about our lives? Even without
reading the comics, we know for sure what it's like
to live in poverty: living from hand to mouth;
sleeping hunger away; too poor to get sick; can't

Prraewa  What is GALANG Philippines?” ey

Galang is the Filipino word for res?ect. The word signifies respect for human rights and human
diversity, which lies at the core of GALANG Philippines’ struggle for equality and justice.

GALANG Philipfines is a lesbian-initiated, lesbian-run feminist human rights organization that
works with urban poor lesbians, bisexual women, and trans men (LBTs) who strui.]ule with the
multiple oppressions of class, poverty, sex, gender identity/expression, and sexual orientation.

GALANG currently emp!lot'l's strategies aimed at building the capacities of urban poor LBTs to help
or better themselves. Its initiatives include trainings, workshops, action researches, and the
publication of popular education (PopEd) materials, such as Tatsulok Komiks.
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*  THE ADVENTURES OF , °
PAMBOY D'TOMBOY

Written by: Bonifacio P. llagan | Nlustrated by: Franz Garcia | Translated & edited by: Armina Velarde

Last Issue: THE CORPORATION THAT HAS LAID CLAIM TO STA. ELEMA HAS BEEMN
TERRORIZIMNG ITS RESIDEMTS. CROOKED COPS DETAINED JINKY AMD BERTA ON
TRUMPED UP CHARGES, MELODY WAS PICKED UP AS WELL, BUT WAS IMMEDIATELY
RELEASED. WHILE IMN DETENTIOM, JINKY AMND BERTA WERE VIOLENTLY ATTACKED
BECAUSE OF THEIR SEXUALITY. THE GANG HELD A PROTEST ACTION CALLING FOR
THEIR RELEASE, THEY WERE JOIMED BY OTHER LESBIANS AND GAYS IN THE
COMMUNLTY. IMSTEAD OF DIMIMISHIMG THE SROUFS RESOLVE, ADVERSITY HAS
MADE THEM EVEN STROMGER.
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; i Where are you
off to, Lara? /4]



FWere sich of Iimlg in constant
fear. We ?01 a i
ourd

| | HECK, YOU KNOW WHO, WHO ELSE WANTS IT THAT BADLY? WERE L

JUST THE FIRST OF MANY.,, ITS OhLY A MATTER OF TIME. .,

e ——

THE UNSETTLING TURN OF EVENTS OCOUFTES PAMBOY'S HOUSEHOLD

veryone's talking ebn
it, something really
ful is going on__

Come on inl
Don't be shyl

m o emborrassed,
I told you I could
held it in.




JOEY HURRIEDLY LEAVES AS SOON AS THEY WERE ALONE, PAMBOY
I EVERYOME SEEMS INTERROGATES HER BABY SISTER.

t th
sin'lprII dtlg“f?gﬁ
doesnT uit you,

]
MNao...we're still in

the courting Stage.
But [ lllknej hre‘r::g

—

Courting stoge...
—. _--.)

I'm waiting for
on answerl

Are you sure this is
what you want?

ow be honest, are you
doing thiz because of me

OF course notl Answer
me this: is it to
leve someone of The
same Sex?

|
bat ﬂm«l{;i|11r::mr||_ j:‘l: g'.ldslng:ging

o - gl
/"'r?ﬁf_s_t;r_ﬂr )

what I mean.




condemn and peraecure

Flenda, people will

:F:u make you feel as
loving i a crime and
that you're |ess than
human. We have to be o
brave to fight for our SRR

rights and Those of - e

FAMBOY IS PROUD OF HER

SISTER FOR COMIMNG OUT.

BUT SHE KMO'WS THAT THE

ROAD UP AHEAD 15 GOING
T BE BUMPY,

If you're smart, you'll
Cﬂht cur offer.

That faggot has
some nervel

hufe_ f isl \
We shnulgg?nch
him a essan .

f you're smart, youl
keave us ulunll:‘

v
Run along mow, we'll
never give up our right as
residents for your
pathetic of fierl

| NN, W B R ,
UMBEKNOWNST TO BERTA, HIS DEFIANCE | |
MAY ACTUALLY COST HIM HIS LIFE. ||I|

J.IH .?.F.J § ta= I




Well, 1.:I|'|l| ﬁr;udi.;ﬂ .
bucky girl, dream "
, loverd

]
I BERTA WALES JIMKY HOME. I_-—_Ii |'l | |I
! -

Thardes for seeing me
heme, Bertal It's realby
sweet of

big deal. I'm
headed this way,
anyway.
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UMAWARE OF THE DANGER THAT Lurxs serone B I/ |
f | HIM, BERTA SOWTINUES O HIS WAY HOME. o




JINKY FINDS BERTA'S - L S THE GANG IS DEVASTATED.
BATTERED BODY. _ S, ¥y THEY COME TOGETHER TO
" 5 AN AN Sl \ CARE FOR BERTA.
), i - 3 . b, - - & 2 ; .::::. ’




Thie iz
uraccepioble!

Isn't there anything else

we can do te TI-L'-:" b
commuyni ty ] .

killing ws off now! Titiom -1 " Petitionz ore useless

court, i City Hall, and with = We should put wp
Congressman Matividad.

| — . e

MEANWHILE, BERTA HAS BEEM TH THE HOSPITAL
FOR DAYS. TODAY HAMENS TO BE HLS BIRTHOAY.




That's where he
belongs!

I've changed,
Brad! Ask Jilll

How's the patient Y et -: QY We're clasely monitoring him

doing, Doc? He'z deing better today.

DESPITE THE DIFFICULTIES FACED BY OUR
HEROES, ROMAMCE BLOOMS BETWEEM GLENDA
AMND JOEY,

.i". you sure? You dont Thirl-c :T;;I ]
were moving too fast? 8
- 1

I really hope Berta
muLs E full
recovery,

We love each_ I
ﬂm' so why wait?



‘Would I be holdi !

hands with you If
w:-‘cn‘r

Why should T be? We talked
about it. She krows what she's jJ'
getting into.

She and Joey lock 50 hap
They seem 5o sure about Thiir
eelings for each other,

Aren't you sure about my
feelings for you?

1 b

2

I turned a guy down for
wou, I chose you,




ister’s all grown up.
I ﬁ,ﬂlwo#:tﬂfatyu a cLEtplz.

Lock how sweet they are.

Do vou doubt my
love for you?

'ou got a_camera,
Glenda? Take our
picture please? ~Y




Joey's joining
the group

You did say everyone was
welcome to join us.

Pamboy,why are you
being o Jérk about This?

Sorry, but do you know
what you're gefting into?

I do. Leshi st
help each :'rshzlgnéz?:nd and
promote our rights. Who else
would do 7t but us?

I PAMBOY_WAS THOROUGHLY |
___IMPRESSED




[A COMMOTION EREAKS OUT, DOCTORS AND NURSES]
|_ON BREAK RUSH TO RESPOND TO AN EMERGENCY. |




THE FRIEMDS ALL MAKE A VOW TO STREMGTHEM THE GROUP.

help and protect each other in
onor of Berta's memory.

AFTER BERTA'S BURLAL, PAMBOY THEY VOLUNTEER TO SATHER
AMD THE GAME STREMGTHEM THEIR
EFFg:'TS TO EDUCATE THEMSELVES K TO SAVE THE RESIDEMNTS OF

HUMAN RIGHTS 1SSUES. 1;[ | sTA ELEMA FROM EVICTION.

e

BUT THE EXODUS COMTIMUES
FOR FAMILIES WHO HAVE
LOST HOPE. ‘
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MEANWHILE, A

AT PAMBOYS OFFICE DEMANGING AN
ALUDIEMNCE 'WITH PAMBOY S BOSS

Consider your
company's Feputation.
er presence could

aige 4 scardal

anbc?r h
been with us a
long time and she
ig an excellent
:mplwu

TR

Her personal
affairs are mo
concern of ming, .~

———

It can hurt your
company when

people learn
you're pl't‘l‘tl:'l‘ll'g
But she's a dyke! That makes a dyke
her mmoral, She's dating o
relative of mine. A reputable
company such as yours sheulds't
employ the likes of her

THE STRAMGER'S
VISIT LEAVES
PAMBOY'S BOSS IM
A BELEASUERED
STATE.

\
.

, PAMBOY
S5ES “THE

LES,™ WHICH
HUMAN RIGHTS;

[“COMTALT GALANG TO OBTAIN A SO
OF "THE YOSYACART A FRINCIPLES,”

[ FPAMBOY ARRIVES AT HER BOSS' M
OFFICE STILL HOLDIMNG A COFY OF
“THE ¥YOSYAKARTA PRINCIFLES.™

Pambaoy, the boss wants
fo see you in his office
after lunch




AMBOY 15 TAEEN ABACK BY HER BOSS QUESTION,

Who is the nursing student
who often comes here to

Is Melody her
me?

ﬁl\hqd a vigitor earlier, Claims
| be o relative of Melody's

I have the right not To
AREWEr Your question
But because T value

honesty, Melody is my

# What s the nature
of your relationship
with Melody?




our pEFTOPMAncE nas DECA
exemplary. But Melbdy's relatives

are Tﬁr@nunirg To start a ruckus,
I don't want the office fo get 8

imolved in a confrove

_ | PAMBOY STEELS HERSELF
FOR THE VERY LIKELY
POSSIBILITY OF LOSING
HER JOB.

A = il - - AT
PAMBOY LEAVES BEHING HER COPY OF "THE YOBYAKARTA PRINCIPLES.” HER BOSS HESITANTLY LEAFS THROUSH IT.ff r
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PAMBOY G0ES HOME FEELIMNG COMPLETELY DEJECTED. BUT SHE IS
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“‘ THE FIRE SPREADS QUICKLY. CONSUMING EVERYTHIMNG IN
gl ITS PATH, IN POOR NELGHEBORHOODS LIKE STA, ELENA,

5 HOUSES ARE PRACTICALLY MADE OF TIMNDER.

STRUGGLING WITH IMPENDING EVICTION AND | st Y, : A e
TERMINATION, PAMBOY WONDERS IF THERE 2 B e i¥ e
REALLY IS LIGHT AT THE END OF T

il IT'S APPARENT THAT STA. ELENA SHARES PAMBOY"
SEMSE OF HOPELESSNESS AND FOREBODING

e B il

= af iy L AT .. T AT .
o a7 B ==
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EARLY MORMING, A FIRE BREAKS M
OUT IM AN ABAMNDONED HOUSE |
ABJOINING PAMBOYS.




THE SPIRIT OF "BAYANIHAN" COMES ALIVE ONCE MORE. (B .

- \ 4

SALVASIMNG WHATEVER FOOD
SHE COULD FIMD. EVACUEES
WILL 50 HUMGRY AMD SUCH
PROVISIOMS CAN 60 A
LOMNG WAY

Lowking for youl We have to
leawel It's too dangerous]




Meledy really loves you, %
she's m'lling to risk her
life for you. -

AMIDST THE ANGUISH AND GRIEF, GLEMDA IS
‘ RELIEVED TO FIND THAT JOEY IS5 SAFE

= Yl |-

S
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We have ecach other,
that's all that matters! Co
our neighbors need Iul

JACK AND JILL DO WHAT THEY CAN

IMSTEAD OF WALLOWIMNG IN GRIEF,
T0 HEI.P‘ THEIR NE[GHBCIRS

THE £GMMLI'N1'W DEMONETRAT‘ES THE TRUE MEA OF "BAYAMIHAN.”
THE FIRE IS EthUTI.EHEEI AMD PARTS OF STA ELEMA ARE SAVED,




MELODY AND JOEY SOOM
JOIMN THEM, BEARIMNG FOOD

A FEW IMJURIES, BUT THAMKFULLY MO CASUALTIES I¥ &

MOST OF THE VICTIMS SEEK REFUGE IM A MEAREY [&
[ PLAYGROUND, IMCLUDING PAMBOY'S FAMILY, JIMNKY,
JACK, JILL, BRAD, AMD MILES.
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AFTER A FEW DAYS, THE GROUP HOLDS
A MEETIMNG. PAMBOY PRESIDES.

i / We survived a trogedy und"m
o - a

have each other. We sh
OVEFCOME .
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ITHE GROUP 15 TAKEN ABACK BY BRAD AND MILES SURFRISIMNG MEWS.

Where are
you going? Were
the
. We have a chance to

start over and tend to

moving To
ProVIRCE .
Brod's land. \ A T

-




THERE'S MOTHIMG THE
RESIDEMTS CAN DO BUT
WATCH AND WALT.

AS S00M AS THE
MERCEMARIES LEAVE,
OUR HEROES GET BUSY.




THEY REMAIN STRONG AND UNITED IN THEIR PURSUIT OF JUSTICE AND
EQUALITY, THEY WILL EMERGE TRIUMPHANT FROM THE ASHES OF THE PAST,
AND LET RISE A NEW ORDER.

‘ WHEREVER THEIR ADVENTURES TAKE OUR VALIANT HEROES, FOR AS LONG AS




“What Does
‘Coming Out of the Closet’

Mean?"

“Coming out of the closet”
refers to the process of
accepting and affirming one’s
identity and usually applies to
sexual minorities like lesbians,
gays, bisexuals or transgenders
(LGBTs). The popular expression
figuratively  describes the
psychological process LGBTs go
through in their journey

towards self-acceptance. ,-?

“Must All Lesbians, Gays, Bisexuals, and

Transgenders Come out?"”

Although coming out helps to promote human rights because
embracing your identity allows you to freely participate and
contribute to the LGBT/sexual rights discourse, no one should be
forced or pressured to come out. Coming out is a personal
decision. It is the person’s prerogative to choose to whom, when,
where, and under which circumstances to come out. Some
experience great relief by coming out but there are also those
who suffer rejection and persecution as a result of coming out.

&7



“What is the International
Day for the Elimination of

Violence Against Women?"”

Women activists from South America and other parts of the world have been
observing November 25 as a day against violence since 1981. The date
commemorates the brutal assassination in 1960 of the Mirabal sisters who
were political activists in the Dominican Republic. In 1999, 79 member states
at the United Nations General Assembly designated November 25 as the
International Day for the Elimination of Violence Against Women (VAW).

United Nations to E N D
Secretary-General's Campaign U i 0 L E N C i"

- UN'T AGAINST
WOMEN

4

/

Violence against women and girls is a problem of pandemic proportions.
According to the UN General Assembly, at least one out of every three women
around the world has been beaten, coerced into sex or otherwise abused in
her lifetime with the abuser usually someone known to her.

Governments, branches of the United Nations, and other organizations are
encouraged to organize activities on this day to raise public awareness of
the problem of violence against women. Violence Against Women or VAW
refers broadly to action, speech or behavior that causes physical, sexual or
psychological harm on women.



“Does Violence Against
Lesbians Qualify as

Violence Against Women?"

Yes, it does. The Anti-Violence Against Women and Their Children Act of
2004 provides that VAWC refers to any act or a series of acts committed
by any person against a woman who is his wife, former wife, or against
a woman with whom the person has or had a sexual or dating
relationship, or with whom he has a common child, or against her child
whether legitimate or illegitimate, which result in or is likely to result in
physical, sexual, psychological harm or suffering, or economic abuse.
Thus, it is possible for a lesbian to
suffer violence at the hands of a
current or former spouse, boyfriend,
sexual and romantic partner, or her
mother’s spouse or intimate partner
who may or may not be the lesbian’s
own father. The most common forms
of violence are rape, battery,
intimidation, assault, harassment, and
Eudy Simelane, a South African footbail forced prostitution.

star and lesbian activist, was raped,
beaten and then stabbed to death.
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BUILDING COMMUNITY STRENGTH. FUELING COMMUNITY GROWTH.

Tatsulok Komiks is GALANG's response to the need of urban poor lesbians,
bisexuals, and transgenders (LBTs) for a popular or accessible medium of
communication that can help broaden and deepen their understanding of their
human rights. It is GALANG's fervent hope that readers do learn and grow in
understanding, as well as glean positive life lessons from it, the most important of
which is treating everyone with respect and recognizing that every human being
is deserving of respect and equal rights.

Written by Bonifacio P. llagan | lllustrated by Franz Garcia
Published by GALANG Philippines, Inc.
Under the management and coordination of Anne Lim
Translation, editing, and layout by Armina Gracia T. Velarde

GALANG thanks its partners for their support in having Tatsulok Komiks published.
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Astraea the fund for global human rights

FOR LSTICE iurnisiing digsity asd [rbpden [l piogle merlimide

Email: galangphilippines@gmail.com
You may send your inquiry@galangphilippines.org
questions, comments, Faceh-:iuh: GALANG Fhilip?iine?
: : Website: www.galangphilippines.or
and suggestions to: Telefax: +63 2.q435 3“13 9
Mobile: +63 927 293 3731
Address: Unit 312 Llanar Building, 77 Xavierville Avenue
corner B. Gonzales Street, Loyola Heights

ISBN 978-971-9967-11-8 Quezon City, Metro Manila 1108, Philippines

COPYRIGHT NOTICE

No part of this publication may be used, translated or reproduced in any form without
first obtaining written permission from the publisher.
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